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Toys Through Time – Thaumatrope 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are many ‘magic’ toys that fool your 
eyes. These illusionary and optical toys 
include, spinning tops, zoetropes and 

thaumatropes.  
A thaumatrope is  an  optical  toy  that  was  

popular  in  the  19th  century.  A disk with a 
picture on each side is attached to two pieces 
of string. When the strings are twirled quickly  

between  the  fingers  the  two  pictures  
appear  to  blend  into  one due  to  the 

persistence of vision. 

Key Vocabulary 
 

19th 
century 

The period of time that began on January 
1, 1801, and ended on December 31, 1900. 

chronology Putting events in date order. 
modern Relating to the present or recent times. 
old Belonging to the past. 
past A period of time when something has 

already happened. 
present A period of time that is happening now. 
thaumatrope A Victorian toy made from a simple disk 

or card featuring a different picture on 
each side and attached to two pieces of 
string. 

Victorian The time of Queen Victoria’s reign. 1837-
1901. 

 

 



 Brueghel’s Children’s Games  

 
This painting is by Pieter Brueghel and was created 
in 1560. The children in the painting roll hoops, 
walk on stilts, spin hoops, play     leap-frog, 
perform handstands and play with dolls and other 

toys.  

Roly-Poly Toys 
Most young children enjoy playing 
with push-along toys. A child can 
simply push the toy to see how 
fast and how far it will go. Or 
the child may move the toy in a 
series of movements. If two 

children 
play together they 
can push a single 
toy to and fro between them. There 
are lots of possibilities, which is 

why they are such 
popular play things.  

Timeline of Toys – a chronology. 



  
 


