
Upper Key Stage Two Forest Academy: Knowledge Organiser: The Americas 

Artefact An object that is made by a person, such as a tool or a decora on, especially 

civilisa on Human society which is organised.  

empire A group of countries ruled by a single person, government or country  

hieroglyphics A system of wri ng using pictures not words.  

kingdom A place ruled by a king, queen or important person.  

worship To have or show  strong feelings or respect and admira on for a God or God-

Pitz The ancient Maya ballgame. Played with a rubber ball ranging in size from that 
of a so ball to a football, players would a empt to bounce the ball without 
using their hands through stone hoops a ached to the sides of the ball court.  

myth  A story o en describing the adventures of beings with more than human 
powers that a empts to explain mysterious events  

                   Ancient ball game Pitz 



The Mayan hieroglyphic wri ng is one of the most visually striking 
wri ng systems of the world. It is also very complex, with hundreds 
of unique signs or glyphs in the form of humans, animals,  

supernaturals, objects, and abstract designs.  

The Mayan  calendar systems are the most complex and 
intricate. They used 20-day months, and had two calendar 
years: the 260-day Sacred Round, or tzolkin, and the 365-
day Vague Year, or haab. These two calendars coincided 
every 52 years.  


