
Upper Key Stage Two Forest Academy 
Knowledge Organiser: Africa. Pt1.  

 I am learning to…… 
 Understand the key geographical features within the continent of Africa 
 Understand the different types of settlement pattern. 
 Understand the impact Nelson Mandela had on Apartheid and his place in the history of South Africa.  

The Continent of Africa:  
Africa is the second 
largest continent in 

the world. It lies 
between the 

Atlantic and Indian 
Oceans. To the 

north is the 
Mediterranean Sea 
and to the south is 

the Southern 
Ocean. Africa is 

the second most 
populous continent 

with about 1.1 
billion people 
or 16% of the 

world’s population 
living there.  The 
northern part of 

Africa is covered by 
the Earth’s largest 
desert, the Sahara. 
It also contains the 

world’s longest 
river, the Nile.  
Africa has 54 

counties. Many 
people are still working in farming and producing their own food.  Africa has large animal reserves like the 
Serengeti, the reserves are home to diverse wildlife such as lions, rhinos, zebra, elephants and leopards. 

The world’s longest river: The Nile.  
* The Nile has long been 
recognised as the longest river 
in the world – stretching a 
massive 6,695km (4160 Miles) 
*  The Nile is often associated 
with Egypt, but in fact, it flows 
through 11 countries: Tanzania, 
Uganda, the Democratic 
Republic of  Congo,  
Rwanda, Burundi, Ethiopia,  
Kenya, Eritrea, South Sudan, 
Sudan and Egypt. 
*This mighty river has two main 
tributaries (branches, or smaller rivers or streams) which meet to 
form ‘the Nile’. One tributary is called the White Nile, which starts 
in South Sudan, and the other is called the Blue Nile, which starts 
in Ethiopia.  

* The Nile no longer floods 
each year  because in 1970 
the Aswan High Dam was 
built. This huge dam 
controls the flow of the 
river to generate electricity, 
irrigate (water) farms and 
provide homes with 
drinking water. 

* The river provides a source for many different species of wildlife, 
not least the infamous Nile Crocodile which lurks in the depths of 
the river!  



 


